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Teatralny Kufar Festival
BSU Cultural Affairs Department
4-211, Nezalieznasci Ave.
220030 Minsk, BELARUS
Tel./Fax: +375 2095469
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teatralny.kufar
Dear Friends,
We are glad to announce 
the XV. edition
of Teatralny Kufar International Festival of Student and Young Professional Theatres 

Belarus: Minsk, 19-28 September, 2018
Festival Motto is Tradition. Search. Experiment
Teatralny Kufar is:

· the only Belarusian INTERNATIONAL festival of STUDENT theatre

· one of the most influential youth theatre festivals in Eastern Europe
· transnational platform that unites talented and active young people from around the  world
The festival is annually visited by 15-20 theatres, 250 participants from all over the world, 12 000 spectators. During the past fourteen years more than 65 countries of the world attended the Festival! Thanks to high organizational culture Teatralny Kufar was awarded with the Year Brand silver medal. 

With pleasure, we invite your theatre to take part in the festival and plunge into an unforgettable feast of creativity!
Please find below the Festival rules, application form and other important attachments. For any further information, please, do not hesitate to contact us any minute or visit our web-pages: http://www.theatre-fest.bsu.by and Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/teatralny.kufar .
APPLICATION DEADLINE IS MARCH 1, 2018!
Look forward to see you in Minsk,
Katsiaryna Saladukha
Festival Director

AITU-IUTA Vice President
Cell/WhatsApp/Viber: +375 29 6116776 || E-mail: k_saladukha@yahoo.com || Skype: katsiaryna.saladukha
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FESTIVAL RULES:

· PLACE AND TIME:

The Festival will be held in Minsk, Belarus, from 19 to 28 September, 2018 by the Belarusian State University.
· PARTICIPANTS:
1. The following categories of theatres can take part in the main programme of the festival:
· Student and youth amateur theatres

(Majority of the participants are amateurs under the age of 35 years)

· Theatre Universities / Conservatories
(Majority of the participants are students of specialized universities/conservatories under the age of 35 years)

· Young professional theatres

(Majority of the participants are professionals under the age of 35 years)

· Children's theatres

(Majority of the participants are professionals and amateurs from 6 to 35 years old)
2. Preferable number of participants per a theatre group should be 15 persons (including participants, directors and other accompanying persons).
3. The same group has the right to participate in the festival not more than two consecutive terms. Minimum required interval is one year, after which the group can once again apply for participation in the Festival.
· FESTIVAL APPLICATION AND SELECTION PROCESS:

1. The application deadline is March 1, 2018 (the date of receiving!). Belated applications might not be considered.
2. The following compulsory materials should be presented with the application (in electronic form, incl. the link to the performance recording uploaded on the web):

· Full recording of the performance only on YouTube/Vimeo presented to participation in the Festival(, even if the organizers have already seen it before;

· Trailer of the performance presented to participation in the Festival;

· 5-6 recent high resolution (no less than 300 dpi) digital photos of the performance, stating the surname and name of the photographer;
· Digital poster of the performance;
· The group’s history, containing the most important artistic achievements;

· Technical card according to the form attached.
3. SELECTION:

a. The priority selection criteria is the artistic value of the work.
b. Artistic council appointed by the organizers selects groups for participation in the Festival on the basis of presented material.
c. Official notification about participation will be sent, via email, within one month of the application deadline and no later than April 1, 2018.
· FINANCIAL CONDITIONS:
THE FESTIVAL COVERS:
For International Groups:

· meals

· on-arrival/departure transfer and necessary local transportation during the Festival.
· main expenses for venue and technical rider
· admission to the Festival performances and special cultural events.
For Minsk Groups:

· main expenses for venue and technical rider
· admission to the Festival performances and special cultural events.
For the Grand-Prix winner ("Audience Prize") of the preceding Festival and Special Guest
· meals

· accommodation 

· on-arrival/departure transfer and necessary local transportation during the Festival
· main expenses for venue and technical rider
· admission to the Festival performances and special cultural events.
INTERNATIONAL GROUPS PAY:
· Accommodation (except for Special Guests):
10 Euro a day per each participant of the group (hostels and students’ resedences of higher comfort). The group decides for themselves how many days they want to stay at the festival, while the organizers book the lodging accordingly. 

!! Provided your group would kie to stay at a more comfortable place (hotel from *** and higher), the organizers assist with the reservation at partnering hotels for discounted prices.

· Travel expenses to/from Minsk
· Visa costs (if necessary)
· Health insurance (if necessary)
· SELECTED THEATRES:
1. Confirm their participation no later April 15, 2018 and sign an official agreement with the organizers.
2. In case of withdrawal later than a month before the festival  for non force-majeure reasons, compensate the organizers’ costs according to the agreement.
3. Provide  no later than August 1, 2018 the final shortlist of the group according to the form attached and related travel information: date and time of arrival and departure, vehicle etc. 
4. TRAVEL AND VISA (if necessary):

a. Organizers kindly ask foreign participants that require a visa to select a flight with no transit through Russian Federation (Moscow) due to difficult logistics.
b. Belarus grants 5-day visa-free entrance for 80 countries of the world, provided you fly via Minsk National Airport. The whole list of countries can be found here: http://mfa.gov.by/en/visa/visafreetravel/e0ced19bb1f9bf2c.html 
c. The groups that need a Belarusian VISA (in case of more than 5-day visa-free stay) inform the organizers well in advance (no later than August 1) and prepare all necessary documents to apply to the Belarusian Consulate in your country as soon as it is negotiated with the Festival. For your information: http://mfa.gov.by/en/visa/
d. As a support, the Festival sends an official petition letter with the groups’ shortlist to the corresponding Belarusian Consulate requesting visa gratis. In case visa gratis presents no possibility by Consular’s decision, the group has to pay visa fee. 
e. Provided there is Belarusian Consulate in your country, the visa can be obtained at Minsk National Airport. For your information: http://mfa.gov.by/en/visa/NationalAirportMinsk/ 
f. The festival will provide a representative to meet the group at the arrival airport, train or coach station; and guide you during the visit. 
· PRESENTING THE SHOW:

1. TECHNICAL CONDITIONS, provided by the Festival:

· venue with the available standard lighting and sound;

· basic but difficult for transportation elements of scenery and props (a table, a chair, a cube); and projector, screen.

!! Ordering of extra lighting and sound, acquirement and construction of any special and extra elements of setting and props are to be covered by the participating theatres’ own costs !!
2. Rehearsal and technical mounting:
Standard time of preparation for the play is 120 minutes!

3. Surtitles for the show:

The participating theatres prepares prepare synchronised surtitles for the performance in English and in Belarusian/ Russian in PowerPoint and control them during the presentation. 
!! The organizers kindly ask to plan a simplified version of zhe play for the festival and negotiate all the related issues in advance and before the festival !! 
· COMPETITION AND AWARDING:

1. All Festival participants are granted with diplomas and memorable gifts. 
2. The Grand-Prix of the Festival – The Big Kufar – will be traditionally awarded by the results of the audience’s preferential voting.
3. An independent professional jury judges the competitive programme and gives the following prizes:
Main nominations:
- Best Performance by Amateur Theatre

- Best Performance by Professional Theatre (incl. theatre schools)
- Best Performance by Children’s Theatre
Special nominations:
· Best Performance by a Female; 

· Best Performance by a Female in a Supporting Role; 
· Best Performance by a Male; 
· Best Performance by a Male in a Supporting Role;

· Best Directing;

· Best Stage Design.
4. The number and composition of the nominations may vary at the discretion of the jury and the organizing committee.
5. There could be also special prizes by mass-media representatives, partners, the Festival’s organizers and founders.

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES OF THE FESTIVAL:
Official languages of the Festival are Belarusian, English, Russian. 

CITY OF MINSK:
Because of its geographical location in the heart of Europe on the legendary trade route from the Vikings to the Greeks, the city of Minsk has been a major centre of arts and sciences, commerce and crafts throughout its history. Founded in 1067, Minsk has developed a unique and always tolerant fusion of nationalities and cultures arising from a history dotted with a changing state identity—part of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania in 1326; the capital of Minsk Voivodship (Province) in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth from 1569; annexed by Russia as a consequence of the Second Partition of Poland in 1793; the capital of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic in 1919; and, since 1991, the capital of the Republic of Belarus.

The Minsk of today is a fast-growing European city with a population of 1.8 million, its vibrant culture expressed by bright streets, broad avenues, historic and post-war architecture, and, of course, the inhabitants, whose infinite kindness and hospitality make everyone feel welcome!

You can find out more about Minsk and practical advice on travel to Belarus here:

· http://34travel.by/post/minsk-english-guide
· http://www.belarus.by/en/ 
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	APPLICATION FORM


Name of the company __________________________________________________________________________
Artistic Director______________________________________________ Number of participants ______________
Represented organization________________________________________________________________________
Specify the theatre category :


Amateur Student || Amateur Youth || Theatre Higher Educational || Professional Young || Children’s
Title of the performance_______________________________________ Director__________________________
Title of the play__________________________________________Author________________________________

Designer (scenography/costumes)_______________________________ Music by__________________________
Duration of the performance_____(min) Interval ___Language _____________Surtitles (language)____________
Web-link to the performance full recording (YouTube/Vimeo): ________________________________________
Web-link to the performance trailer (YouTube/Vimeo):________________________________________________
Synopsis of the play (appr. 10 lines): ____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Official invitation addressing theatre:      - no  /         - yes (attn: ________________________________________)

Visa:       - no  /       - yes (Embassy_________________________________________________________________)

Diet restrictions of the group members:      - no  /        - yes (please specify _______________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________)

Contact person: ______________________________________________________________________________
Full address (incl. country and postal code): ________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone (incl. code) __________________________________Fax_____________________________________
E-mail (!)_____________________________________Web-site/Facebook________________________________
With the application the following materials are enclosed (please, check the box):

· Recording of the performance. Web-link to watch/download:_______________________________________
· 5-6 recent high resolution digital photos of the performance (no less than 300 dpi);
· Digital poster of the performance;
· The group’s history, containg the most important artistic achievements;
· Technical card (according to the form attached);
Please, make sure all submitted information is relevant!
APPLICATION DEADLINE IS MARCH 1, 2018!
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TECHNICAL CARD

TECHNICAL CONDITIONS FOR THE PERFORMANCES:

· The organizers will provide:

- venue with the available standard lighting and sound;

- basic but difficult for transportation elements of scenery and props (a table, a chair, a cube); and projector, screen.
· Ordering of extra lighting and sound, acquirement and construction of any special and extra elements of setting and props are to be covered by the participating theatres’ own costs. 

· Maximum time of preparation for the play (rehearsal and technical mounting) is 120 minutes!

· The organizers kindly ask to plan a simplified version of the play for the festival and negotiate all the related issues in advance and before the festival! 
Name of the group__________________________________________ Country______________________
PROPS, SET AND TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT, PROVIDED BY FESTIVAL:

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________

LIGHT____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

SOUND___________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

STAGE DIMENSIONS _______________________________________________________
REHEARSAL IF NEEDED ______________________ (120 min max.)

USE OF FIRE in the performance (eg. torches, candles, fire-juggling, fire-eating, etc.) :

          -no   /         - yes
Please specify what kind of ___________________________________________________

Note that the use of fire may not be possible because of legal or insurance reasons!!

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS _____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
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	Name of the group___________________________________________ Country______________________
CAST

#

Name, Surname

Gender

Performed Character

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS



	#
	Name, Surname
	Gender
	Date of Birth
	Passport #
	Citizenship
	Function in the Group

	1.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10.
	
	
	
	
	
	


Please submit the shortlist until August 1, 2018!












( The Festival organizers reserve the right to use photo/video materials of an accepted group for the Festival promotion!








